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tHE EXAMPLE OF ST. PAUL RECOMMENDED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS, 


( Continued from page 262.) 
IV. THE APOSTLE’S HUMILITY. 


In judging of characters as they usually appear in life, it might be thought 
that a man, so bold and energetic as St. Paul, would not have been distin- 
guished also by humility; but divine grace, while it guided the natura) 
ardour of his mind, also inculcated the lowliness of the gospel. Hence we 
find that the Apostle in reviewing his life, at once humbles himself deeply, 
extols the grace of God highly, and shows the stimulus which it presented to 
his mind: “I am least of the Apostles, that am not meet to be called an Apos- 
tle, because I persecuted the church of God; but by the grace of God I am 
what I am ; and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but 
I laboured more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me.” (1 Cor. xv. 9, 10,) Again he says, “ Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. (3 Eph. 8.) 

When the Apostle alludes to the ministry in which he was engaged, he 
shows the humility of his mind. On taking leave of the elders of the church 
of Ephesus, he makes this appeal to them: “Ye know from the first day that 
J came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, sery- 
ing the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears and temptations.” 
(20 Acts, 18, 19.) While the Apostle censures those who gloried improperly, 
he boldly renounces such pride, and thus declares the direction of his own 
humble but exalted mind: ‘God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto 
the world. (6 Gal. 14.) In the church at Corinth, pride and its usual concomi- 


tant, contention, appeared; “every one of you saith I am of Paul, and I of 
Vor. IL—O o 





FG ee ye eee ee ” 
— s % ~ e ae ts 


? es 
% ; 
ie 
eee Ft 
Bt aed 
* el 
Be Ae 
baa 
Ee 
crit 
pa. 
se 
ee, 
fy. Se 
= 
8 
* a 
a 
e*G 
a 
a; 
ba eo 
Af 
be 
&, 
as ye 
ee 
as 
ree 
ee 
£ 5 ia 
ee 
e 
eS oy 
ey iB 
> ‘Sas 
ss 
#y 
Bice 
Pes 
as 
; 
. 
iy 
4 
a 
fe 
rt 
ted 
* 
a] 
i 


me ee 








290 


————— ooo 


Apollos, and I of Cephas, and 1 of Christ.” (1 Cor. i. 12.) The Apostle stre- 
nuously opposed this spirit; we must refer to the epistle itself for the full 
scope of his convincing arguments, while we glean some passages that fully 
prove his humility: ‘He that gloricth let him glory inthe Lord. And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wis- 
dom, declaring unto you the testimony of God, for I determined not to know 
any thing among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified; and I was with 
you in weakness and in fear, and in much trembling, and my speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom ; but in demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. i. 31,—ii, 1 to 5.) “ Who then is 
Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the 
Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
inerease ; so then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that water- 
eth, but God that giveth the increase.”—(1 Cor iii. 5 to 7.) Let a man so ac- 
count of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God 
—I know nothing by myself—Learn in us not to think of men above that 
which is written, that no man of you be puffed up for one against another, 
for who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive’ now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou 
hadst not received it?” (1 Cor. iv. 1, 4, 6, 7.) 

Where pride abounds, there will generally be found some other accompa- 
nying faults; thus it was in the church at Corinth, and the Apostle takes care 
very faithfully and strongly to rebuke them. The “faithful wounds of a 
friend,” which the Apostle had inflicted in his first epistle having answered 
their designed purpose, in his second epistle he rejoices in the effects of his 
severe admonitions ; but he deems it advisable still to continue his cautions, 
though in the tenderest manner: hence he insinuates the needed instruction 
with the greatest judgment and affection, and adduces those personal obser- 
vations which were so well adapted to communicate instruction tenderly, and 
to heal the wounds he had made: “Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our coascience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and 
more abundantly to you-ward.” (2 Cor. i. 12.) “*I determined this with my- 
self, that I would not come again to you in heaviness ; for if I make you sor- 
ry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry 
by me?” (2 Cor. ii. 1, 2.) “ Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves, but our sifficiency is of God.” (2 Cor. iii. 5.) ““We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus’ sake.—We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellen- 
cy of the power may be of God and not of us.” (2 Cor. iv. 5,7.) “ We then, 
as workers together with him, beseech you that ye receive not the grace of 
God in vain.” (2'Cor. vi. 1.) “He that glorieth let him glory in the Lord, 
for not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord com- 
mendeth.” (2 Cor, x. 17,18.) “Lest I should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in 
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the flesh, the messenger of satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure.” (2 Cor, xii. 7.) I fear lest when I come, 1 shall not find you such 
as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not ; lest 
there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swell- 
ings, tumults; and lest when I come again, my God will humble me among 
you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already and have not 
repented,” (2 Cor. xii, 20, 21.) 

The Apostle’s humility was especially manifested by his condescensien to 
the poor and ignorant. He not only gave the advice, but fulfilled the precept: 
‘Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in 
your own conceits.” (Rom xii. 16.) He does not shrink from declaring that 
low estimate of worldly greatness which he, as a Christian had formed: ‘* Ye 
see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called; but God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty, and base things 
of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to naught things that are, that no flesh should 
glory in his presence.” (1 Cor. i. 26 to 29.) “I, brethren, could not speak 
unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I 
have fed you with milk, and not with meat, for hitherto ye were not able to 
bear it.” (1 Cor. iii. 1, 2.) 

St. Paul, in correcting the abuses which had crept into the Corinthian 
church, censures those who spoke at improper times in an unknown tongue, 
This display of their gifts he did not consider adapted for general edification, 
and therefore, he asks, ‘‘ how shall he that occupieth the room of the un- 
learned, say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth net what 
thou sayest ? For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified, 
I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all; yet in the church I 
had rather speak five words with my understanding that by my voice I might 
teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.’(1 Cor. 
xiv. 16 to 19.) ‘“‘ We use great plainness of speech.” (2 Cor. iii. 12.) 

The extracts we have made, give us an insight into the Apostle’s character, — 
and inculcate this lesson: if the favoured and gifted St. Paul was thus humble, 
surely those who must feel themselves so much his inferiors, should exhibit 
similar humility and dependence on God. We as “teachers of babes,” 
should keep the example of the great Apostle of the Gentiles continually be- 
fore us, and should especially endeavour to imitate him in his humility of cha- 
racter, and the “great plainness of speech” with which he communicated 
religious instruction. ‘* Great swelling words of vanity” (2 Peter ii. 18.) are 
particularly inconsistent in a teacher of the young; they are here reprehended 
by Peter, who learnt from his Master, to feed the lambs, and we are happy 
to find that the views of these two great champions of Christianity concur, as 
to the importance of simplicity and godly sincerity, those two great requisites 
of a Sunday School Teacher, Pride is so natural to the human heort, and 
especially when we are exercising authority over others, that we cannot be 
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too suspicious of ourselves, we cannot be too dependent on Almighty God. 
We should not think that the situation of a teacher of poor children exempts 
us from the temptation to pride, but remembering that this sin will exist in 
all circumstances, and avail itself of every station of life, and even of benevo- 
lent engagements, we should watch and pray against it continually. “He 
that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he that is chief, as 
he that doth serve.” (Luke xxii. 26.) True Christian exaltation is founded 
on humility, and the more humble we are, the more useful we shall be ; both 
because we shall employ the best means, in the best manner, and because 
God will assuredly bestow his blessing on the lowly, according to his faithful 
and reiterated promises. 








(To be continued.) 
—s + eo 


THE AFFLICTED TEACHER. 


“ Oh! that I were as in months past ; as I was in the days of my youth.”—Job 
29 :2,4. 


That the sufferings of Job were as remarkable for their variety, poignancy, 
and extent, as his patience under them was conspicuous ; his history, as recor- 
ded in the Sacred Scriptures, abundantly attest. Stripped at once of all his 
earthly possessions, bereaved at a stroke of his numerous progeny, and sub- 
sequently made to possess months of vanity, and to have wearisome nights 
appointed to him; while his body.groaned under the weight of a painful dis- 
ease, it is not greatly to be wondered at, that occasionally in taking the re- 
trospect, he should mourn the loss of those privileges, and enjoyments, that 
were once possessed. Job remembered there was a time, that ‘“‘ when the 
ear heard him, then it blessed him, and when the eye saw him, it gave witness 
to him, because he delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him 
that had none to help him;” and contrasting past circumstances, and past 
engagements, with his present situation, he exclaimed, ‘‘ Oh! that I were as 
in months past, as I was in the days of my youth.” It is not intended, how- 
ever, in this paper to dwell on the history, or peculiar sufferings of Job, but 
to suggest a few thoughts relative to the situation in which Sunday School 
Teachers may be induced to make the pathetic desire of afflicted Job their 
own. 

It is a pleasing consideration that the Sunday School cause has engaged on 
jts behalf the flower of youth. Into whatever School we enter, it is much if 
we do not see that a majority of those who have come forward as gratuitous 
instructers of the young, are those who are rising into life. Health, and vig- 
our, and activity, are all desirable, and essential, to constitute a laborious 
Sunday School Teacher, and to those who are consecrating the prime of their 
days to this service, we say, persevere ; the greater your exertions, the more 
satisfaction will you experience in your work. Let those who.refuse to labour, 
complain of the arduous nature of the engagement, and that they are tired ; 
but the industrious shall see new beauties in the employment as they advance; 
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the affections of a numerous youthful charge shall entwine round their hearts, 
and bind them with the cords of love to the cause, in which their whole souls 
are engaged, and for the prosperity of which they are ready to spend, and be 
spent. But, however strong our attachment to the interest of Sunday Schools 
may be, and however ardent. our desire to promote their growing utility, the 
time is fast approaching, when, perhaps, domestic trials, relative affliction, or 
personal disorder and weakness, will disqualify for the discharge of the duties 
which are at present our delight, and compel us to retire to a distance, to 
seek the shade, and there contemplate the growth of that seed, we were once 
unremittingly engaged in sowing. We may now labour, but yet a little while 
and others shall enter into our labours. Ah! perhaps, some reader will say, 
once I was active, now I am enfeebled : once my nerves were strong, and dif- 
ficulties fled before me, now I tremble at the shaking of a leaf; but, as it re- 
gards my views of the adaptation of Sunday Schools to promote the welfare 
of the rising generation, they are the same still. I see their importance, and, 
“Oh! that I were as in months past, as [ was in the days of my youth,” then 
would I exert myself on their behalf. It may be, however, that to the reader 
those days are past. Gratifying, however, is the reflection, if he can now look 
back upon the past, conscious that in a good degree he has done what he 
could ; if he has not to upbraid himself with bemg attracted by “a lo, here,” 
or a “lo, there,” while by a cold and heartless attention to his office, he has 
wounded the cause in the house of its friends. 

The idea that our conduct as Sunday School Teachers should be such as 
will afford some satisfaction on the review, should operate as a stimulus te 
the ready performance of every duty. The most assiduous will be conscious 
of many short comings, and, after all, have to acknowledge that they are un- 
profitable servants ; but what kind of impressions will those have, when af. 
fliction shall overtake them, who are now heedless of the prosperity and 
honour of the School to which they belong, the welfare of the children that 
have becn committed to their care, or the feelings of those labourers with 
whom they are professedly-united ? Ah! with what emotion will they exclaim, 
**Qh! that I were asin months past, as I was in the days of my youth.” How 
cutting will be the reflection, that while they were favoured with health, and 
opportunity, they turned aside fromthe path of duty, and neglected the in- 
terests of poor children. Let the consideration that the time of trial will come, 
influence the faithful and zealous teacher, to go forward in his useful employ- 
ment, while it is called to-day, and let it also arouse the attention of the back- 
sliding teacher to a sense of his situation, that he may repent, and do his first 
works. 

The teacher who was once prompt and active in his endeavours to promote 
the cause of Sunday School instruction, but who is now a valetudinarian, 
doubtless deserves, and’ will share the sympathy of his coadjutors. At the 
same time there is danger that the affliction of a teacher may injure the inter. 
ests of the school to which he belongs, beyond the mere loss of his individual 
services, particularly if he has been accustomed to take a prominent part in 
conducting its proceedings. It is sometimes the case, that when a general is 
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wounded, and obliged to withdraw from the field of contest, dismay and con- 
fusion seize those who are left behind, and the cause which before wore a 
prosperous appearance, begins to assume a desponding aspect. But why 
should it be so? valuable as the services of an individual may be, highly as 
we ought to esteem some for their works’ sake, and deeply as we may deplore 
their removai, yet we should remember that he who raised up, qualified, and 
supported, the now drooping teacher, can raise up, qualify, and support 
others for the discharge of important duties. The great Captain of Sunday 
School Teachers lives, and while they faint, and droop, and die, he rides 
forth conquering, and to conquer, nor shall his immortal victories cease until 
the kingdom of darkness is destroyed, and the light of divine’truth universally 
spread. Away then with our gloomy apprehensions. Let us see to it that 
we gird up the loins of our minds, and act with firmness in the time of diffi- 
culty, for thereby we shall strengthen the hands that are ready to hang down 
and confirm the feeble knees. 

Sunday School Teachers in affliction should possess their souls in patience, 


“ God’s love in times forbids us to think, 
He’ll leave us at last in trouble to sink.” 


“Yet a season and you know, 
Happy entrance will be given, 

All your sorrows left below, 

And earth exchanged for heaven,” . 


Then you shall be introduced, not to a company of poor uninstructed children, 


but to the general assembly and church of the first born above, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of the new covenant; there you shall be employed, not in cast- 
ing a wishful eye back on pleasures once enjoyed but now departed, or ex- 
claiming in plaintive accents, “Oh! that I were as in months past, as I was 
in the days of my youth; ” but there— 


“On Zion’ $s green, and flow mount, — 
Your weary Sails shall Teams ” 
And with @ 


The labours of your te -Londen S. S. Magazine. 
——»_e-— 


THE SABBATH TEACHER’S RETROSPECT. 


The dusty mist of twilight has encircled yonder hill ; the glorious sun has 
sunk beneath the western wave; the slumbering echoes are silent; pale 
Cynthia is now collecting her straggling beams, to illumine the coming gloom, 
for her ‘rival light has departed,” and she may now shine undisputed mis- 
tress; all nature seems tending to repose ; the busy din of earth is subsiding ; 
and the silence of meditation and the closet of seriousness, well become an 
immortal mind. 

Another sabbath, with rapidity almost inconceivable, has passed away, and 
I am come to the extreme verge of another day ; the vanities of time will 
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again engage the generalattention ; the bustle of business, the intensity of 
study, and the perpetual round of giddy pleasure, will again engage the mul- 
titude: for such is life! 

But as well as looking forward, I look backward ; and with regard to myself, 
as in the capacity of a Sabbath Teacher, how has the almost departed day 
been spent.—Is there no pain of conscience on account of neglected duty? 
Has the trumpet I have used given no uncertain sound? Was my conduct so 
serious that it warned the young ones, it was “no time for them to trifle, 
when their teacher was come to them with a message from God himself.” 
Did I wrestle, ere I left my closet in the morning, with the angel of the cove- 
nant for a blessing? Did I acknowledge the presence of God, feeling it my- 
self, and seeking that the dear children around me should feelit too? Have I 
reproved, rebuked, exhorted ;—has my exhortation been the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth ?—and, in one momentous word,—have J been 
faithful? Oh! important, important inquiries: I look back with trembling, 
for though I may fancy all has been right, that Eternal, whose way is in the 
whirlwind, and whose path is in the storm, He who searcheth the heart, may 
have seen wickedness, impiety, and forgetfulness, which I have not detected. 
He may see a want of that earnestness of which I see such a profusion; He 
may see a real want of that ability which I vainly fancy I possess; and He 
may see traces of that presumption and pride, of which I indignantly suppose 
myself incapable. When I was seeking to glorify God, as I thought, to his 
pure and holy eyes I might have been seeking to glorify myself. When I 
was pressing towards the salvation of the young ones, I might have been de- 
siring my own praise, and looking after that honour which cometh from man, 
and if I endeavour to detect my motives, and to unveil the secrets of my heart, 
I have need, instead of being puffed up with any supposed attainments, to lay 
my hand upon my mouth, and my mouth in the dust, and to cry, Unclean, un- 
clean. O thoy infinitely high and mighty God, I implore thy sanctifying blessing; 
I do most fervently entreat thy pardon and forgiveness; I have taken upon 
myself to be an instructer of the young, but I may, with all my supposed elo- 
quence, preach from the rising to the setting of the sun, and my coadjutors 
may assiduously and incessantly water, but still I supplicate thy genial influ- 
ence, without which all must for ever be in vain.— Ibid. 














OO 


THE CHILDREN’S ADDRESS TO GENERAL LA FAYETTE, 


Genenat La Farerrs, having visited each of the twenty-four United States, 
and received the warm expression of a Nation’s Gratitude for his distinguish- 
ed services and devotion to her welfare, took his departure for France on the 
ninth of last month, followed with the prayers of millions, who desire his pre- 
sent happiness and future felicity. This is an event of interest to all our 
readers, but especially so to some of our young friends, who contributed the 
necessary sum to constitute the “Natron’s Guest” a member, for life, of the 
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American Sunday School Union. This circumstance has already been announ- 
ced in our Magazine, but we now have the pleasure to transfer to our pages a 
copy of the Children’s Address to La Fayette, with the certificate of member- 
ship, which were elegantly engrossed and presented to the General at Wash- 
ington just before his departure, with a copy of the Union’s Annual report 
and this Magazine, superbly bound, through Col. T. D. Conny of South 
Carolina. 

LICET SABBATIS BENEFACERE. 


ADDRESS TO GENERAL LA FAYETTE. 


The children of the various schools of Philadelphia, sensible of 
the inestimable services rendered to their country by its early and 
best rrienp, have joined in the unanimous expression of respect 
and gratitude which it is the pride of our country with one voice to 
render you on this auspicious occasion. 

To commemorate the interesting scene of the 5th October, 1824,* 
when you had the kindness to give them so long and so obliging an in- 
terview, and to unite with this a sense of the unspeakable goodness 
of Him who has been your guide and the God of our Fathers, to 
whom we are indebted for all the extraordinary blessings which we 
enjoy in this land of Liberty; we beg permission to offer your 
name as a life member to the American Sunpay Scnoor Union, 
an institution whose influence and success is at once one of the 
strongest evidences, and most happy results, of that state of socie- 
ty which it has been your privilege and your glory, under a kind 
Provipence, so greatly to have contributed in obtaining for us. 
While the great and the honoured of this happy land are crowding 
around you with the most imposing testimonials of gratitude, we 
trust that this simple mark of youthful feeling will not be slighted 
by the friend of our fathers. To know that La Fayerre, the bene- 
factor of our country, and of the human race, is associated with a 
society whose exertions are directed to guard the young from way- 
ward and vicious courses, by early imbuing their minds with prin- 
ciplés of knowledge and virtue, will be to us a most pleasing reflec- 
tion; and it will serve as an additional incentive to diligence in 


the improvement of our privileges. 
The certificate of membership, we beg leave to present, with 


* The day on which several ‘handred scholars were presented to General 


La Fayette on Independence Square, and received by him in the most kind 
and obliging manner. . 
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these our humble, though ardent and sincere expressions of love, 
gratitude and esteem, with which we are, and ever will remain, 
your affectionate and most obliged children. 








[certirtcate. ] 


This certifies that General La Fayette has been duly constituted a Life 
Member of the American Sunday School Union by the contribution of the 
Children of various Schools of Philadelphia. 

(Signed) JOSEPH L, INGLIS, 
(Countersigned) Vice-President,* 
FREDERICK W. PORTER, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


a 


FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


We have heard of the establishment of only one Sabbath School in Moon 
County, North Carolina, containing a population of nearly 6,500; but upon 
this one school the Lord has been pleased to pour out his blessing in copious 
showers of Divine grace, and to call many from darkness unto light and from 
the power of Satan unto God. Let every Sunday School Teacher who reads 
the following account, take courage in his labours of love, and rely more 
confidently on that promise of our blessed Lord, ‘* Ask and ye shall receive ;” 
remembering also that if we desire the Lord would open the windows of hea- 
ven and pour us out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to reeeive 
it, we must bring our tithes into his store house, and prove him therewith, 
We must use the means which God has put in our power, and be ever faith- 
ful at our posts, not doing our own pleasure on his holy Sabbath, but seeking 
the salvation of souls, and promoting the Redeemer’s kingdom by the dili- 
gent use of the appointed means. The account alluded to is an extract of a 
letter, dated Raleigh, N. C. June 24, 1825, from Mr. P. W. Dowd, to the 
Editors of the Baptist Magazine, After referring to a previous account of the 
revival in that place, he continues: “This revival has been chiefly confined 
to the congregation of Friendship Meeting-House, The church for many years 
was in a very lukewarm state, under the pastoral care of Elder Teague, who 
died and left it in a desolate situation. It consisted of about 42 members, who 
met in a small and indifferent house of worship. The settlement was thinly in- 
habited by persons in moderate circumstances, with a small portion of litera 
ture, and entirely averse from missionary labours of any kind. But in May, 
1823, a Sabbath School was instituted, and although its establishment was 
much opposed, yet it: increased to the number of about 160 scholars and 
teachers. This school was conducted with zeal and prudence, and put to 
silence all opposition to it. The place of worship soon b@tame too small to 
contain the people. The inhabitants at length built.a large and commodious 


*In the Absence of Alexander Henry, Esq. President. 
Vou. Il—P p 
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house, in which the school assembled. It was not uncommon for many of 
the children to recite by heart from 350 to 400 verses of Scripture, with some 
poetry. They received faithful and affectionate admonitions from their su- 
perintendents, and soon began to give evidence that they were the subjects 
of serious impressions. Some of them gave satisfactory evidence of a change 
of heart.—Old members of the church were aroused from the lethargy in 
which they had long slumbered, and began to institute prayer meetings, and 
make religion the topic of conversation. A missionary spirit fired the bosom 
of almost every one, and they formed a society auxiliary to the State Mis- 
sionary Society of N. Carolina, and raised from 50 to 60 dollars. The desert 
now began to blossom and produce its tender fruit. Children read the bless- 
ed word of God, and adults flocked into the church. Since that time, there 
have been between 70 and 80 added to the church, and the work is still 
going on.—The old and the young have been subjects of this glorious work, 
but particularly those young persons who were members of the school. At 
one time three persons were baptized, each of whom was over 70 years of 
age. But the gathering in of private members is not the only characteristic 
which marks this great work. From among those who profess to have ex- 
perienced religion, five have devoted themselves to the work of the ministry, 
three of whom are to be ordained in July next.” 


ED ¢ Geen 


FSSEX COUNTY [N. J.] ADDRESS. 


[We have received a small tract from the Managers of the Sabbath School 
Union of Essex County, New Jersey, and find the ‘‘address” applicable to 
many other like institutions in our country. We present it not because it 
contains any new arguments in favour of those institutions, but as an example 
to others, of the spirited manner in which the managers have entered on the 
discharge of their important duties, which is worthy of extensive imitation. 
We wish every county union would take measures to make known to all the 
if inhabitants of their respective districts the objects of Sabbath Schools, and 
OE the plan upon which they should be conducted : this done, and a depository 
well supplied with books, a foundation will be laid for the efficient prosecu- 
tion of the great work of teaching the fear of the Lord to all who are igno- 
tant of the plan of salvation.) 

Iw presenting you with a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Essex 
Country Saseatna Scuoot Uston, the Board of Managers cannot withhold their 
congratulations, and their thankfulness to the merciful Head of the Church, 
in the recollection of the harmony which prevailed at the general meeting of 
Be i the friends of Sabbath Schools held on the 20th ult. and of the coincidence 
bie ‘ of christian feeling, views and wishes, expressed by the clergymen of the 
| different denomiffations of christians who addressed that meeting. The deep- 
ly interesting subject met with the warmest and ablest advocates; and, we 
humbly hope, will continue to be prayerfully cherished by the friends of 
Zion, with the highest expectations of lasting good to the church of Christ. 
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The objects of this institution are distinctly set forth in the Constitution 
herewith annexed.* To accomplish these objects, you are aware that your 
prompt and vigorous co-operation is required and expected, and that as you 
proceed in accordance with its regulations, the facilities to labour will abun- 
dantly multiply to your hands. 

Sappatu Scuoors are happily calculated to prevent the evils which vice 
occasions in this life, and the unspeakably greater evils which come upon the 
ungodly in the life to come; and to produce, by the blessing of God, not 
only the most beneficial results to society, but also, composure and resigna- 
tion in the midst of trials, triumph in death, and unspeakable blessedness 
throughout eternity. 

This is not mere speculation ;—you have already seen the pious and prayer- 
ful efforts of the Sabbath School teacher, followed by the conversion of chil- 
dren to God. You have seen dark places enlightened by means of Sabbath 
Schools; you have seen children who have there been trained, become orna- 
ments of society and to the church; who, but for these, would probably have 
grown up ignorant of God and their obligations,——of the restraints of civil 
law and order, and have become the grief, and the persecutors of the pious. 

The Lord has eminently prepared the way for efficient and extensive ope- 
ration on the part of the Essex County Sanpatn Scuoor Union, by the blessed 
revivals of religion, with which he has recently visited the churches within 
our bounds. Their peculiar influence is yet felt, and will materially assist 
you in your plans of beneficence. Much may now be done to convince all, 
of the advantages of Sabbath School instructions, and much to remove those 
obstacles which prejudice and jealousy, or mere indifference, often create. 
To accomplish these great objects, permit the Board to urge upon you, 

1st. The propriety and importance of contributing to, and soliciting dona- 
tions for, the Treasury of the Country Union, 

The object of the Union is not merely, or principally, to raise a fund; yet 
it is absolutely necessary that there should be moniesin the Treasury. By a 
reference to the first article of the Constitution, this will be apparent. A 
Depository must be established. From thence, all the smaller Associations 
must be supplied with books at the same price and discount for which they 
could be procured at the Depository of the American Sunday School Union, 
without any expense of transportation, superintendence of sales, and in short, 
without the least advance upon the first cost at Philadelphia. The evils oc¢- 
casioned by delay will be avoided by having a sufficient supply of books at a 
Depository, from which orders from any part of the County may be supplied 
at one day’s notice. These, though not inconsiderable, from the fact of their 
being familiar to all, need not be here enumerated. 

But the poor Sabbath Schools must be supplied, either in whole or in part 
with books, and perhaps Schools sometimes established from the general fund, 
This is a prominent object, and should be kept constantly in view by the 


* This constitution is nearly the same as the one recommended in the Re- 
port of the American Sunday School Union. 
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Union. Sabbath Schools were first established for the poor, and for the pur- 
pose of encouraging the poor, they have become more extended in their 
operations and influence, by admitting the children of the rich ; and thus the 
chilling, and often mortifying effects of distinction in rank, have been in a 
great measure prevented. In this, the Union must be liberal. We must seek 
out every cluster of families in the County, where one Sabbath School class 
¢an be formed, promise, and promptly give them support. Hf they must suf- 
fer temporal privations, and the attendant evils of ignorance and want, let us 
endeavour to acquaint them with God—teach them of a Saviour’s love, of 
their privileges as immortal beings, and press upon them the bread and 
waters of life, that they may partake and live forever. Yet without very lib- 
eral contributions to the funds of the Union, our plans will fail, your De- 
pository will be but indifferently supplied—the Auxiliaries will be straitened 
by their dependence upon it—while many of the poor will die without having 
the gospel explained to them. 

2d. The Board beg leave to recommend the formation of Associations in 
every parish, for the regulation and support of Sabbath Schools, to be auxil- 
iary to the County Union. The advantages of this connexion are stated in 
the third article of the Constitution. Such a course of procedure, will contri- 
bute much to the importance and order of the County Union, and will enable 
the Board to act with more extensive efficiency, while richer materials will 
be furnished for their annual report. It should not be merely left to teachers. 
Ministers and people should with one heart engage in them. By periodical 
contributions and examinations, an interest is excited in behalf of the schools ; 
and by occasionally visiting the families and schools, and by their commenda- 
tions and prayers, warnings and counsels, the Managers of those societies will 
not only secure the more regular attendance of the children, and inspire them 
with confidence in their patrons and teachers, but also greatly assist and en- 
courage the teachers in their work and labour of love. 

$d. In order to consummate your Union, to secure to voutbelies any hope 
of success, and the blessing of Heaven on the County Union, the Board 
would affectionately adopt the words of the Apostle, and say to you, “ pray 
without ceasing”—pray for the children, for the teachers, and for Sabbath 
School Associations. In particular, the Board hope that the Monthly Concert 
of Prayer for Sabbath Schools on the 2d Monday evening in every month, 
will be commenced in every parish agreeably to the recommendation of the 
American Sunday School Union. It is observed in many places in the United 
States already; and has had the most salutary influence upon the minds and 
hearts of those who have united in it. Let those who are disposed to engage, 
begin at once ; and if possible, unite in this, christians of all denominations. 
It will meet the approbation of our Saviour. You have his promise to depend 
upon :—* Where two or three,” he says, “‘ are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” Thus you will soon learn that your cause 
is one, and that you all are one in Christ. By means of these stated confer- 
ences on the importance of your work, and the difficulties and encourage- 
ments with which Sabbath School teachers meet, your hearts will be knit 
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together in love—your burdens will seem lighter—and the souls of the chil- 
dren will appear to be more precious to you; while a faithful God will hear 
your prayers—verify his promises—more frequently afford you the supports 
of his grace—and glorify the riches of his mercy by bringing the children 
into his kingdom. . “If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in Heaven.” 

Thus far, the subject-has been addressed generally te all who wish well te 
man, and leve the cause of Christ. It is now the duty of the Board of Mana 
gers, to stir up their own minds by way of remembrance, and to provoke one 
another to love and good works. 

Having, brethren, prescribed to others their duty, it will be expected of 
us that we go forward. We have, indeed, undertaken a great work:—’tis 
that of enlightening the ignorant, of reclaiming the vicious, of rescuing souls 
from the power of sin and satan, and training up an host to the service of Im-+ 
manuel: yet more are they that are for us, than they that be against us—The 
Lord is on our side, and we need not fear. Let us then, bring our influence, 
our prayers, and our substance, to the help of this blessed cause.—Let-us 
unite in organizing the smaller Associations, and in the Monthly Concert of 
' Prayer—seek out the objects of our charity—personally commence schools 
in the destitute little settlements within our bounds~go out into the high- 
ways and hedges, and compel the children to come in—fulfil with prompti- 
tude the duties of our respective appointments with “a single eye to the 
glory of God,” and in due time we shall reap if we faint not. Should it tax 
our time, and apparently hinder us in our temporal pursuits, let us remember 
the words of our Lord; “every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or lands for my name’s sake, shall receive a 
hundred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.” 

By order of the Board, 














ELLISON CONGER, Secretary. 
Newark, August 8, 1825. 


Ste ae 


SELECT SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The following selection of Scripture lessons for Sunday schools has been 
adopted by some of the schools in the city of New York, and perhaps other 
places. As some teachers may prefer it to the selection on the cover of the 
‘*Teacher’s Offering,” which is taken from Newcome’s Harmony of the Gos- 
pels, we give it a place, and at the same time assure our readers who are 
engaged in teaching that the adoption of one or the other will greatly facili- 
tate their labours, especially if they can attend a Bible class where the succes- 
sive portions are familiarly expounded by a competent person. 

Less. Subject. 
1. John 1:1—14, Divinity of Christ. 
2. Matt. 1:1—I17. Genealogy Christ. 
3. Luke 3:23-—-38. do. 
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Less. Subject. 
4. Luke 1:1—-23. Appearance of the angel to Zacharias. 
5. Luke 1:26—38. Annunciation to Mary. 
6. Luke 2:1——20. Mary going to Bethlehem and birth of Christ. 
7. Luke 2:21—38. Dedication of Christ at the temple. 
8. Matt. 2:1—-25. Wise men seeking Christ. 
9. Luke 2:41—52. Taken to Jerusalem at 12 years of age. 
10. Matt. 3:1—-17. Preaching of John and Baptism of Christ. 
11. Matt. 4:1—-11. Christ’s temptation in the wilderness. 
12. John 1:15—34. Testimony of John to his Messiahship. 
13. John 1:35—51. Calling of part of his disciples, 
14. John 2:1—-11. Christ’s first miracle at Cana. 
15, John 2:12—22. Goes to Jerusalem and cleanses the Temple. 
16. John 3:1——21. Christ’s conversation with Nicodemus and some of 
John’s sayings. 
17. Matt. 4:12—24, The calling of the Disciples. 
18, Luke 4:16—32. Christ preacheth in Nazareth, from Isaiah, for which 
the Jews endeavour to cast him from a precipice. 
19, Luke 6:12—29. Choosing of the Apostles, and Sermon on the Mount. 
20. Luke 6:30—49. Continuation of the Sermon. 
21. Luke 7:1—-10. Healing of the Centurion’s servant. 
22. Luke 10:14—26. Christ accused of casting out devils by Beelzebub, 
and his reply to them, 
23. Matt, 8:18—354. <A Scribe proposes to become his follower—Christ’s 
answer—He calms a tempest. 
24. Matt. 10:1—18. ‘The Apostles sent out. 
25. Matt. 11:1—15. John, from the prison, sends two disciples to inquire 
whether he is the Messiah, 
26. Mark 6:14—29, An account of the beheading of John. 
27. Matt. 16:13—28. Christ asks his disciples whom they suppose him to 
be---Peter’s answer—he foretells his death. 
28. Matt. 17:1—13, Christ’s transfiguration. 
29. Matt. 18:20—35. Peter’s question, how often he should forgive his bro- 
ther—Christ’s instruction about brotherly love. 
30. Luke 11:1—13. Christ teacheth to pray. 
31, Luke 13:1—9. Christ preacheth repentance. | 
32. Matt. 19:15—26. Christ blesseth little children. The rich man’s ques- 


ef 


36. 
37. 
38. 


we 


39. 


John 11:1—27. 
John 11:28—46. 
John 11:47—57. 


Mark 11:1—11. 
Matt. 26:6—16. 
Matt. 26:17—35. 


Matt. 26:56—56. 


tion, what he should do to be saved. 
Christ goes to Bethany to raise Lazarus. 
Lazarus is raised. 
For which the Jews take counsel to kill him. 


Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. 

Mary anointeth Christ. 

Christ foretelleth his being betrayed, and institutes 
the Lord’s Supper. 


Christ’s agony in the garden of Gethsemane. 
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40. Matt. 27:1—10. Christ before Pilate; and death of Judas. 
41. Matt. 27:11—32. Christ’s condemnation. 
2. Matt. 27:33—56. His crucifixion. 
43. Matt. 27:57—66. Christ’s burial—the Jews set a watch. 
44. Matt, 28:1—15. Mary goes to the sepulchre, and hastens to tell Peter 
of Christ’s resurrection. 
45. John 20:3—18. Peter goes to the sepulchre. 
46, Luke 24:13—35. Christ appears to two disciples, while going to 
Emmaus. 
do. 36:49. Christ appears to eleven disciples, in the absence of 
Thomas. 
47. John 20:22--29. Christ appears to Thomas. 
48. John 21:1—24. Christ appears to the disciples when fishing. 
49. Acts 1:3—~-12. Christ’s ascension. 
John 20:30--31. do. 


The Sunday Scholars are requested to read the lesson for every Sabbath 
often during the week, and after receiving instruction on it from the Teacher, 
they are desired to commit it to memory, to recite on the following Sabbath. 





PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF MALE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
TEACHERS, 


At the meeting in July a question for discussion came before the association, 
stated in the following words, viz. 

“No. 11. ds it proper to admit persons, as Teachers in our Sunday schools, 
who do not give any evidence of an experimental acquaintance with religion?” 

After a few remarks by several teachers, the further discussion of the sub- 
ject was postponed to September, when it was again taken up. As the ques- 
tion involves some important considerations of a practical nature, in regard to 
the success of Sabbath schools, we shall attempt to give a sketch of the 
debate. 

‘he opener first remarked, as a general principle, that nothing could justify 
any practice not founded on correct principles. He thought that in this 
case the association with the irreligious was contrary to the word of God, 
which should be our only guide. 

In the work of Sunday school teaching, there were three objects that had 
struck his mind as necessary to be attended to: viz. first, teaching the children 
to read; second, to understand the scriptures; and third, to practice its pre- 
cepts. The first he thought of little importance comparatively, and consider- 
ed in itself, as little less than a breach of the Sabbath: the second was 
entitled to more regard, inasmuch as it involved certain qualifications, which 
an inexperienced teacher does not possess; would it be wise to employ an 
inexperienced mechanic to finish an elegant piece of work’? How much more 
absurd, for an inexperienced teacher to undertake to explain the everlasting 
truths of the Bible. The last he thought of the greatest importance; a 
teacher, if he would honestly enforce the truths of the Gospel, must feel its 
influence and importance ; he must be zealous in the path of duty; he must 
set a good example before his scholars, and above all, he must be a praying 
man; without these FB in all probability his labour will be in vain. 
It may be seen then that the irreligious man does not possess the qualifica- 
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tions necessary ; he may teach others to read accurately, but how can he 


fulfil the ical and more important duties connected with his station? 
even ac t put a question to him that he could not answer. 


He acknowl that good had been done by unregenerate ministers, as 
well as others, but this could not justify their employment in a work so im- 
portant. If their principles are not correct, he supposed the evil overbalanc- 
ed the good. He knew of a Sunday school conducted by females, remarkable 
for zeal and nt ; they were persuaded to admit persons as teachers who 
were not professors of religion; the consequence was an immediate decline ; 
and the school has lost its former interesting character. On the whole he 
thought that Christians ought to set their faces against such associations. 

A Teacher was not aware that the discussion of this question came on this 
evening and therefore was unprepared to say much on the subject, thou 
he must dissent from some of the Opener’s views. He considered the Bible 
of such a nature as to recommend itself to the understanding of any one who 
will look into its contents: it is so plain that he who runs may read. Men of 
sober and moral habifs may acquire as correct a knowledge of the doctrines 
of the Bible as those who feel its influence. A Sunday school teacher of this 
character (and no other, except professors would be admitted) might be able 
to teach the truths of the Bible as correctly as he who is spiritually enlight- 
ened ; but he would not rest the mattef here ; he had the authority of a great 
apostle for saying that we should rejoice in the spread of divine truth by all 
means. Jesus Christ himself sent forth his disciples to preach, and we may 
suppose that Judas was among them. He thought we should not refuse to 
admit any person to be a teacher who would not disgrace the cause. 

The third speaker remarked that God often brings good out of evil, but 
this would not justify the doing of evil. He thought it impossible for a per- 
son, not experimentally acquainted with religion to fulfil the duties of a 
Sunday school teacher. 

The Opener replied that this question was not to be considered as one of 
mere speculation, it was a matter which rested on higher ground. The word 
of truth declares that there should be no fellowship between light and dark- 
ness, Christ he Belial. Certainly we ought not to rejoice in the engaged- 
ness of men of corrupt minds in so important a work. 

A Superintendent did not believe we should come to any satisfactory conclu- 
sion on this subject by abstract reasoning, it is one of a practical nature. The 
light which theory might have thrown upon it at the commencement of 
Sabbath schools, might’have been of service for a time ; but now it is more 
5 od to inquire what ten or fifteen years’ experience can advance on the 
subject. 

It will always be safe, and prudent, to test the value of measures of a 
moral nature, as well as the moral state of the heart, by the fruits which the 
produce. Is it right then, Mr. President, to admit teachers into our Sabba 
schools who have no experimental knowledge of religion? I answer, (said the 
y acre in the rome if the superintendent who admits 
them is a pious character. But how shall I prove this position? Will good, 
or evil be the result of such a practice? It shall be my present object to show 
that a great amount of good has been already done, and a still greater amount 
may reasonably be expected to be accomplished by the employment of this 
class of teachers in Sabbath schools. 

I will leave it for those who support the negative side of the question 
to enumerate the evils that have resulted, and are to balance or outweigh 
the good.—I intend to confine my observations, principally, to three particu- 
lars, viz.—First, Visible fruits, discovered by observation and experience. 
Second, Plain matters of fact. Third, The sanction of the word of God, 

If I understand the brother who took the negative side of the question, he 
maintained that although had resulted or might result by employing 
teachers destitute of experimental religion, yet the principle was wrong, an 
to use such means was doing evil that good might come. 
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Now, what is the great end all conductors of Sabbath Schools should have 
in view in prosecuting their labours? Doubtless it is the communication of 
light to the mind, and the conversion of souls, with which is connected the 
pad of God.—‘* The entrance of thy word giveth light; it giveth under 
standing unto the simple.” Now, Sir, who is prepared to affirm that of all 
the means that God sees fit to own and bless to bring souls into his kingdom, 
Sabbath School instruction and the study of the Holy Scriptures do not 
stand pre-eminent? But are the children which compose the schools the only 
individuals which derive benefit by this mode of instruction? If Ido not 
mistake, there has been no mention made by those on the other side of the 
question, of unconverted teachers receiving benefit from their labours. They 
have not seen fit to make any reply to the fact stated, that God has converted 
teachers as well as children! Let us examine, and see, whether in order to 
be instrumental in doing good in this way, we must first do evil in the sight 
of the Lord. ‘* Not every one that saith Lord, Lord, will enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven, but they that do his will.” Is it not the will of the 
Lord that we should use our influence, our example, yea every talent com- 
mitted to us in doing good as we have opportunity! Suppose, within the 
circle of your acquaintance, there are some young persons whose morals, in 
the common acceptation of the term, are correct, but who have no experi- 
mental knowledge of religion—the Sabbath to them is aday of ease, and they 
have never been brought to realize how it should be spent; and although 
they reverence and profess to believe the Bible, they never felt its truths. 
I ask any Christian, who believes in the use of means, if such persons can be 
persuaded to enter as teachers in Sabbath Schools with willing minds, whe- 
ther their situation would not be more favourable for receiving religious im- 
pressions and more likely to obtain a blessing than to spend the precious 
hours of God’s day in idleness and vain conversation ? If it is said not, it may 
with equal propriety be said that darkness is better than light, and that evil 
communications do ot corrupt good manners. But, in this place, I ought 
to meet an objection that was made the last time the subject was before us, 
It was asserted that if we admit teachers who have no experimental religion, 
they will stand in the way of others who would be more useful—and as a 
proof of this, a member mentioned his own experience, having entered as a 
teacher before he had been brought to the knowledge of the truth. He soon 
became tired of the business, and his class tired of him, so that they all left 
him but one, when he thought it time to withdraw himself, and according! 
did. Now, Sir, did he do right? and would he do the same thing again with 
his present views? I think not. It would ill become a teacher to faint under 
such discouragements, No, Sir, he neglected this duty, as he did all others, 
at the time, or performed them with a wrong motive, and with a heart at 
enmity with God. But he will tell you now, that instead of retaining this 
enmity and rebellion in his heart for twelve months, (at which {time he did, 
it seems, return to God and his duty in the same Sabbath School) he ought 
to have submitted immediately, dnd yielded instant and cheerful obedience 
whether he intended it or not. The narrative, in my judgment, speaks in 
favour, ipstead of diminishing aught from the affirmative of the question. 

In the school I superintend, six months ago I had ten teachers; four of 
them did not profess to have any experimental knowledge of religion, One 
of this number, a female, had never been in a Sabbath School until invited 
into this. She did not come with a desire or expectation of being personally 
benefited ; but the Lord had gracious designs in bringing her there. Her 
mind had been cultivated, and was well informed on many subjects, but was 
in total darkness with regard to the character of God and the plan of salvation 
as revealed in the Bible, Contrary to our expectations she soon became a use- 
ful teacher, and secured the attention ofan excellent class, Not three months 
had elapsed before her mind became seriously and solemnly impressed, and 
for the first time in her life she was brought to feel herself a sinner, and her 
undone condition without a Saviour. These convictions never left her until 
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she was enabled to give the most satisfactory evidence of a change of heart. 
Her dutiesin the school have never been omitted, and a few weeks since she 
was received into the communion of the church. Another of the four men- 
tioned as not pious is a young man, who, for diligence and perseverance, is 
not ow by any teacher of my acquaintance. He also has recently 
joined the communion of the church. 

The speaker then proceeded to show, from statements in the appendix 
to the annuai report of the American Sunday School Union the happy influ- 
ence of Sabbath Schools upon teachers, who, since their joining them, had 
been led to seek and obtain their own peace with God; but as these facts 
have already appeared in our magazine we shall not repeat them. 

It is not necessary for me to mention in this place the precious fruits that 
resulted, at an early period, from the unwearied labours of Joun Banxson, of 
faithful memory, in the school attached to St. Paul’s church. There are 
some present, | believe, who can feel as well as speak on this subject. 

Now, Mr. president, if what has already been advanced is not sufficient to 
settle this question, I hope the pages of the late appendix to the report will 
be faithfully examined ; this I have been able to do but partially : but, I be- 
lieve, there is an unusual number of teachers reported the past year as having 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, and to join themselves to the 
Lord’s — and by what means and under what circumstances has this 
oe mora aa passed upon so many immortal souls, and the harps of 

e angelic choir been tuned with joy and praise? “not,” I would say in the 
language of Paul, ‘* not as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm 
that we say, let us do evil that good may come ;”’ nor could he readily believe 
that it had been accomplished by the unhallowed process of joining Christ 
with Belial, blending light with darkness, nor by the believers casting in his 
lot ard taking part with an infidel, but for this reason, “even so Father, for 
so it seemed good in thy sight.” Now, I do not say that all those who have 
been enumerated were brought to profess their attachment to Christ by 
means of Sabbath school instructions, but they were all Sabbath school teach- 
ers at the time they joined the communion of the church, and that is sufficient 
for my purpose. 

I shall pass over the comparison that was drawn between Sabbath school 
teachers and teachers in the church, who go fotth to labour before they are 
sent, or lawfully commissioned. These, and the arguments of the present 
day against lay preaching, or lay talking, are alike.powerful, and require 
more strength of mind to answer them than I posséss. But, lest it be said 
I cannot advance Scripture testimony in support of my argument, I would 
observe that I have not examined whether I have authority direct from 
Scripture to establish Sabbath schools, but it is not wrong to do good on the 
Sabbath-day. It is said, if there first be a willing mind, it is accepted, accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. Now, it is 
evident there may be a willing mind (to do many things good in themselves) 
without grace in the heart, and an offering from such a mind must be more 
acceptable to God than open transgression. 

I am aware of being met in this place, with the objection that no duty can 
be acceptable to God if performed with an unholy heart, and that the very 
ploughing of the wicked is sin. But it may, with equal truth be said, we 
cannot offer an acceptable prayer to God with an unholy heart, yet the man 
who never prays at all isin a far more hopeless condition. 

Now, Sir, from what I have learned from observation and experience, and 
from plain matters of fact now before you, together with scripture testimony, 
I must draw the conclusion that persons who are well disposed, although des- 
titute of experimental religion; may, by being introduced into Sabbath 
schools, as teachers, not only prove a blessing to others, but obtain that 
richest of all blessings for themselves a new heart and a right spirit. 

But, before I conclude, let me inquire what would be the effect of esta- 
blishing it a3 a rule, that no teacher should be permitted to labour with us 
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but experimental Christians. The consequences would immediately be, that 
hundreds, yea thousands of children, who are now assembled every Sabbath, 
where they not only learn to read, but enjoy the privilege of religious instruc- 
tion well adapted to their capacities, would be turned adrift into the high- 
ways, lanes, and alleys, from whence they have been gathered; there to 
profane the holy Sabbath, and there to fall a helpless prey to the temptations 
of the devil, and his vile host of emissaries, with which all our large cities 
more or less abound. Furthermore, if it were possible to counteract the 
gracious designs of God, such a measure, it appears to me would do it; for 
you would deprive a numerous class of well disposed and well inform- 
ed young people of the very means God sees fit to own, ina remarkable 
manner, to bring sinners to the knowledge and acknowledgment of the 
truth. Take the word of life out of their hands, and tell them it is too holy 
for them to handle without a renewed heart, and if you do not retard your 
own progress to the kingdom of heaven, it is not your fault if you do not 
prevent others from entering in! and that by the very means which God 
hath owned and blessed to the benefit of thousands: besides, where are you 
to draw the line that is to separate the tares from the wheat, and how will 
you discriminate ? Man, it is true, may regard and determine by outward ap- 
pearance and profession, but God looks at the heart. Let us take heed, 
therefore, lest in our zeal to root up the tares, we root up the wheat also. 
But, if I am not mistaken, it was asserted that by not admitting this class of 
persons as teachers, we should by no means retard or ~ the cause of 
Sabbath schools; but, if the principle were once established, the church 
would arise in her majesty and strength and do the work alone. Amen, to 
this--may the whole visible church become one spiritual body, and every 
Sabbath school teacher its child. But, as an individual, I would wish my pru- 
dence to go along with my zeal, and not to part with my present support 
until a better appears to take its place. For that reason I would say—Firas, 
bring forward your spiritual teachers, and as fast as they appear let them oc. 
cupy a station, and you shall have my prayers that they may multiply and in- 
crease, until the whole family shall become one Spiritual body fit for the 
Master’s use. 

I have now done, Sir, and have only to say in conclusion, may the day 
soon dawn when the heart of every teacher and every child shall become a 
meet temple for the msidence of the Holy Spirit. But until that happy day 
arrive, may I never have a heart or an occasion to say to any teacher whois 
disposed to do good, depart hence! give place! thou hast no part or lot in 
this matter! rather let me say to all such, come thou with us and we will do 
thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel. 

A Teacher felt peculiarly happy, in thus openly joining issue with his bro- 
ther who last spoke, in this interesting question. It is doubtless a question, 
upon the practical decision of which depends the stability or weakness of 
the Sunday school cause. * 

He thought the question, as it has been published from the chair, resolved 
itself into another question— What is the great and cardinal object of Sunday 
schools? And to this question he would answer, Feligious instruction. Per- 
nope some may say, the object of Sunday schools is, to disseminate know- 
ledge : but this term, knowledge, is a vague term—it may mean good or 
evil—it n:ay mean virtue or vice. It is a question which has been frequently 
agitated, whether knowledge, abstracted from oe is not calculated to 
do more harm than good. The fact is, that knowledge is power—it is an 
instrument that may be converted to the dest or worst purposes, according to 
the motive of the man that employs it. Thus it may become a great bless- 
ing, or a great curse, according to the motives from which it originates, and 
for which it is employed. Therefore, the disseminating of knowledge, ab- 
stracted from religion, is conferring but a small benefit. He conceived, that 
the great object of Sunday schools should be, to disseminate vital godliness 
throughout the land, He knew that the opinion.which he bad here expressed, 
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would clash with the popular opinion of the world, and the opinions of those 
who are willing to encourage the dissemination of knowledge or education, 
as far as it administers to present enjoyment, increases friends, and gratifies 
their mental or bodily appetites. This knowledge is no more useful or valua- 
ble, than as it contributes to our happiness, as gross and sensual beings—this 
doctrine is, let us eat, drink, and make ourselves merry. But goto the men 
who are advocates of this kind of knowledge, and ask them whether it makes 
them more happy, under the trials of the present life ; or whether they are 
by that means better prepared for eternity. They will tell you they are not 
happy. This mere unsanctified knowledge ought not to be the object con- 
templated, in our Sunday schools. And he trusted that we shall lay it down 
as a principle, that religious instruction is the great and essential object, 
which should call forth our labours. We nt, that if the interests of man 
extended no farther than the present world—and that there is no after state, 
there might be more reasons shown in favour of the doctrine which he was 

posing : but believing, as we do, that every child has an immortal soul-- 
that every soul created, must exist forever—that every moment of that exist- 
ence is big with the destinies of misery or happiness, and that to all eternity 
—and believing, as we do, in the great principles of christianity ; we are 
obligated, yea commanded, to bring up these children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Is it to be forgotten, that children bring into the world a depraved nature ° 
Is it to be forgotten, that, in many cases, they contract, personally, the most 
alarming guilt—that they and ourselves hold the thread of life with a frail 
and trembling hand. With this view of the subject, can we be justified in 
inculeating that knowledge which is of secondary importance, when we 
ought to be instilling that which, all must allow, is primary and fundamental * 
if a child were crying with thirst, should we play him a tune? No. We 
should run to the next brook for water. And when children are crying for 
the bread of life, shall we feed them with the dry husks of human know- 
ledge ? Let us not be misunderstood, as decrying Seoniten knowledge—it 1s 
good in its place. He would here observe, that human knowledge, though 
a grand object, is an inferior object, and a secondary object: and God grant 
that it may ever be a secondary object in our Sabbath school arrangements. 
It must be subservient to religious knowledge, and then it may answer an 
admirable purpose. To say that human or elementfry knowledge is the 
grand object, is preposterous. Go to the traveller, and tell him that the 
temporary cabin, which he may have constructed for the night, is the ulti- 
mate end of his journey—he would turn upon you with a stare of astonish- 
ment! Go to the conquering hero, and tell him, that his last victory is the 
ultimate end of his conquests-—he would smile at your simplicity. Shall we 
believe, that mere human knowledge and carnal wisdom are all that can be 
attained by immortal minds? No. We are to believe, that these children 
ought to be fed with immortal food ; and we are "bound, as Sunday school 
teachers, to inspire them with lofty thoughts of heaven, and holiness, and 
eternity. 

Let us (said the speaker) state a case in point--Let us take an instance, 
to illustrate what we have laid down. Let us take a Sunday school boy from 
the start, and inquire-——-What are the grand objects to be attained? To con- 
vince the child of his own ignorance—to teach him his duty to God, to man, 
and himself. These are the objects. But suppose, you, as Sunday school 
teachers, go to werk upon this philosophical theory of which we have been 
speaking ; and talk to a child about the beauty of social order, and the mo- 
ral fitness of things; he may stare and wonder; but you will find that his 
fears are not awakened, nor his hopes excited; and thus you labour for 
naught. But go to work upon Christian principles—tell him that he is not 
created by chance, but that he is created by that God, who created and sus- 
tains the heavens and the earth—that he has an immortal soul--that this sou! 
came from God, and to God it must return—that he must appear before this 
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God, when he must stand and render an account for the deeds done in the 
body. Now while you are thus talking to a child, his feelings and fears will 
be- awakened, his hopes will be excited, his conscience will be touched. He 
begins to reflect! Are these things so ? If so, 1 must begin to pray, and to 
love God. And thus, by the grace of God, a spiritual victory will be obtained, 
and he will be brought to a knowledge of the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus. 

Again. Solomon declares, “ foolishness is bound in the heart of a child.” 
But how are we to convince him of this? Here your philosophical teacher 
would be at a loss—he sees the evil, but how is he to account for it? He 
refers it to example, to precept, to any thing but the proper source. Here 
then we see the absolute incompetency of human knowledge, to renew the 
heart of man. Philosophy can do wonders, but it cannot convert the soul. 
Galvanism may give motion to the muscles of a dead man, but it can never 
raise the soul from a death unto sin to a new birth unto righteousness: and 
he would endeavour to insist, on the absolute incompetency of human know- 
ledge in these things. And he prayed God, that no teacher may stop here, 
resting in mere morality. Where is the wise? where is the scribe’? where 
is the disputer of this world? has not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? Here, then, when human wisdom fails, let us adore the wisdom of 
that God by whom Jife and immortality are brought to light by the gospel ; 
and, as Sunday school teachers, let us take the word of God, and, upon the 
authority of God’s own oracles, labour to convince them that they are born 
in sin and shapen in iniquity—-that none are righteous, no, not one—that none 
do rightly understand—that all have gone out of the way—that all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God. By laying down the principle of 
man’s total depravity, you thus show them the cause of it—you show them 
that there is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus. We tell them that there is such a God, and assure them that 
the fountain of mercy is open—if they are sinful and unclean, we exhort 
them to wash and be made clean; assuring them, that “though their sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” . 

He would, therefore, insist on the necessity of inward and outward reli- 
gion. He hoped we should insist on a close adherence to practical religion, 
and thus lead children in the way of true christianity. He hoped, that, as 
faithful servants, we should endeavour to make these children to believe, 
love, and obey, the great principles of our holy religion; as it is only when 
we have done this, that we have really said and done our duty. When we 
have done this, we shall realize the truth of that to which the apostle refers, 
** Bring up your children in the nurture’and admonition of the Lord ; for the 
children of the Lord are taught of the Lord.” : 

Let religious instruction be the supreme object; and let all other things 
merge into this. If we give children religion, we give them every thing— 
they will be good citizens, they will be philanthropists--they will be good 
husbands, good wives, good servants, good apprentices, good children, good 
scholars. If you give them religion, you prepare them for the enjoyment of 
this world and the world to come. 

And now, when he looked at this question, he would be candid to say, he 
could not give an opinion either on one side or the other. We are met here, 
not for the _— of dispute—this is not a school of debate; but a place 
for calm deliberate reasoning and consultation, He conceived that, when 
a number of humble Christians meet, to discuss a Christian subject, with a 
Christian spirit, upon Christian principles, they do not strive so much for 
victory as for truth; and he did not see that any one is particularly called 
on, to _ an opinion decidedly, on either side of the question. 

While inthe abstract, he would close the doors of Sunday schools against 
Sunday teachers who are not professors, still he was aware, that there are 
many things correct in the abstract, which seem to fail when brought inte 
practice. There is a very accommodating word called expediency; for, 
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while we look at the subject in the abstract, or only as connected with reli- 
gious instruction, we must necessarily shut the door; yet, at the same time, 
with facts before our eyes, we may doubt its propriety. He himself might 
almost say, that if it had not been for his admission into Sunday schools, as 
an unconverted teacher, he had been shut out of heaven. When he looked 
at Sunday schools, under these considerations and circumstances, he dare not 
say, that he would refuse any person from becoming a Christian teacher, 
provided his character be morally fair. He thought, if a man comes and 
professes a regard for christianity, and maintains a good moral character, we 
should not be justified in shutting him out; but, he would say, that it is at 
the peril of his soul, if he accept the charge, and continue in it one week, 
with other than the most sincere and virtuous motives. There is a dreadful 

onsibility on the conscience of that man, if he continue unconverted, 
which I would not incur for ten thousand worlds. It is his duty to pray for 
mercy ; and he would urge it as a matter of overwhelming importance, that 
we recommend him to be in possession of that true and vital godliness, which 
will enable him to discharge his duty to God, to the children, and to himself. 
He would, by all that is dear to such an individual, as it respects the society 
at large—as he regards the souls of children committed to his charge, and 
as he has an interest in his own eternal happiness, beseech, entreat, and 
exhort that man, instantly to seek the Lord while he is to be found, and call 
upon him while he is near. 

Under these circumstances, the speaker gave it as his opinion, that, while 
he would not shut the door upon non-professors ; yet, when they come into 
the school, he would exhort them instantly to seek that knowledge which 
makes the soul happy in time and eternity. 

Another Superintendent observed, that he would not enter into an argu- 
ment on the question, since so much had been said on both sides, but he 
would state a few facts, of which some had come under his own observation, 
and others were so well authenticated, that the fullest dependence might be 
placed upon the statements. With one exception, he should select those 
facts only which would show the influence of admitting teachers, who were 
non-professors, in a single city, for these alone had become exceedingly 
numerous, He then mentioned the case of three females, who entered as 
teachers in a school, with no higher views than engaging in what they sup- 
posed would be a pleasant employment for a few a, and would gain for 
them the reputation of being kind and benevolent. In less than one year, 
they were all brought to feel the need of that knowledge, which they heard 
their fellow labourers communicate, and which was inculcated by the super- 
intendent of the school, in her addresses, and they yielded submission to 
their Lord and Master, and became his professed disciples. 

During the first two years after the establishment of another school, seven- 
teen of the teachers, who had entered the school, probably, with similar 
motives, became obedient to the faith, and united as members of a Christian 
church, and many of them, if not all, continue to this day as faithful labour- 
ers in the Sunday school cause. 

He mentioned five other schools, in which twenty-three female teachers 
had become hopefully pious, in the course of from three to eighteen months 
after they were established. In a society, which embraced several schools 
and three hundred and eighty-four teachers, forty-five made a public pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ, in a single year. The New York Female 
Union Society, at the close of their sixth year, reported one hundred and 
ninety-three of their teachers, who, since their connexion with the schools, 
had made a public profession of religion. There was one fact, said the 
speaker, connected with a school in New Jersey, of a most interesting cha- 
racter: It was conducted by twelve teachers, two only of whom were pro- 
fessors: they, with their minister, mourned over the condition of the ten 
impenitent teachers, and ed to set apart one hour in each week to pray 
for their conversion. In a few weeks, three of them came to their minister, 
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bowed down with a deep concern for their sins, and wns the way of eter- 
nal life. They soon found joy and peace in believing, and shortly after five 
more came on the same errand, and they also obtained hope : thus eight of 
those who entered the schookwithout possessing an experimental acquaint- 
ance with religion, found the pearl of great price. This revival extended 
to the congregation, and others were made partakers of like precious 
benefits. 

In conclusion, he would further observe, that on examining the reports of 
fourteen schools, for the year 1823, he found it stated, that one hundred and 
four teachers had, since their connexion with the schools, made a public 
profession of religion, and of this number, sixteen were then engaged in 

reparing for the gospel ministry. Facts like these might be multiplied toa 
ar greater extent, did the time permit; but these are sufficient to show 
some of the advantages which have resulted from admitting teachers, who 
at the time gave no evidence of an experimental acquaintance with religion. 

Here the discussion of this question closed, and we have only room to 
mention, that the following is the question for October : 


‘*No. 7. By what means can the benefits of Sunday schools be secured to 
the elder scholars?” 


————- + 


HOW TO GAIN THE ATTENTION OF SMALL CHILDREN, 


“A Youne Teacner,” asks, ‘‘ How is it possible, to obtain the attention 
of small children, to religious instruction, so as to make them take an inter- 
est in it?” 

The object is vastly important: its attainment, very difficult: yet experi- 
ence concurs with reasoning, to prove that it is attainable. 

True religion is the proper purpose of every rational being. Man exists, 
to seek, to attain, and to enjoy it. Without it, his being is a waste, the pre- 
cursor of eternal misery. It must therefore be within his reach, and what 
exists before our own eyes, attests that it is so. 

The great obstacles seem to be, the restless and wandering activity of 
youth, and the natural indisposition of the human mind, to dutiful and affec- 
tionate confiding. Children are too busy with a thousand perpetually vary- 
ing objects, to be easily confined to one, however important: and their con- 
fidence is too bold, and too selfish, to admit of their easily. reposing in the 
will, or wisdom of another. 

These must be overcome, before _our object can be attained. Christian 
love, is the principle which overcomes them, But what is Christian love? 
The 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians, explains it. But we seem to need some 
further exhibition of it, in its direct bearing upon this particular subject. 
Take the following remarks, 

Children love truth—not, alas, to practise it themselves, but to experience 
it in others. To serve them, therefore, importantly, for their best interests, 
the teacher must be strictly a person of truth, not only in those more public 
and general particulars, which are inseparable from the character of an honest 
man; but equally, in the whole detail of those minuter, and less considered 
circumstances, which contribute, perhaps beyond all others, to the formation 
of character; but which are so injuriously overlooked, by many of the best 
and kindest members of society. A child should find reason to rely, without 
hesitation or distrust, in every thing that his teacher says; and one of the 
best means of obtaining this reliance, is, the ingenuous and humble ac- 
knowledgment, by the teacher himself, of his own ignorance and error. 

A child must be satisfied, that his teacher has inowlehas sufficient to 
instruct him, in the department which he undertakes. 

A child must be satisfied, that his teacher loves him, and is willing to make 
sacrifices for his happiness, This, I believe, is the great essential. 
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A child must be encouraged and edified, by his teacher’s temper. Ill tem 
per is a perfect barrier to religious usefulness and improvement. 

A lively and cheerful manner—a ready and observant mind—the immedi- 
ate and judicious notice of good and ill conduct, impartially blended with 
diserimination, and an affectionate forwardness to control and to serve—are 
important means to attain our object. 

ndefatigable perseverance must be added. The energy of a moment, or 
of a year, however beauteous, is like the impulse of a fever, powerful per- 
haps, but exhausting. Persevering exertion, is like the vigorous action of a 
healthful frame, gathering strength through its own movement. Whoever 
would excel, must not only pursue right ends, from right motives, and by 
right means—but, he must Persevers. ‘Be faithful unto death,” is the 
command—and, the glorious promise, “I will give thee a crown of life.” 

Such, teachers of Sunday schools—such, all ye, whoever ye be, who love 
the Lord-—to you, are the commands, and the promises. Be strong then in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. This world is your battle-ground. 
You will need all your arms, as long as you live. Your resting place, is in a 
purer air, and under a more cloudless sky, than the sun of this world witnesses. 
Your inheritance is incorruptible and undefiled—your house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.—S. S. Visttant. 





ED ¢ Gee 


Prize Essay:.—The Committee of Publication of the American Sunday 
School Union offered two premiums, of fifteen dollars each, for the best writ- 
ten essay, or series of essays on certain subjects stated at page 160 of our 
present volume, conditioned that the essay or essays should be sent to the 
Editor, on or before the first day of September, 1825. That time having ex- 
pired, and only one essay, on one of the subjects having been received, the 
Committee have agreed to extend the time to the first of January, 1826. 


The following gentlemen have been appointed a Commitee to decide on 
the merits of the essays and reward the premiums, viz. 


Rev. Tuomas Sareeant, M. D. of the Methodist Church. 

Reyv.. Daee, of the Baptist Church. 

Rev. Taomas H. Sxrinner, A. M. of the Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. John G. Hermann, of the United Brethren’s Church. 

Rev. Grecory T. Benet, A. M. of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


We shall repeat the notice given by the Committee, and we hope the 
friends of Sunday schools will consider how much the cause may be promo- 
ted by able discussions on the subjects proposed. 


Prize Essays.—The Committee of Publication offer a premium of Fifteen 
Dollars to the person who shall write the best essay, or series of essays, “ On 
the nature and design of Sabbath schools, the persons who ought to attend as pupils, 
and those who ought to attend as teachers: also, a premium of Fifteen Dollars to 
the person who shall write the best essay, or series of essays, “ On the qualifica- 
tions and duties of Superintendents and Teachers, the best means of acquiring 
these qualifications, and the best means of securing activity and perseverance in the 
discharge of these duties”’ Particular regard, in deciding on the merits of the 
essays, is to be paid, not only to the ability with which the subjects are dis- 
cussed, but to the adaptedness of the suggestions to the existing state of Sab- 
bath school instruction in the different parts of this country. 

The Communications, post paid, must be sent to the Editor of this Maga- 





zine, on or before the first day of January next. Each writer is requested — 


to mark his communication, and place a corresponding mark on the sealed pa- 
per containing his name ; no paper containing the name will be opened but 
those of the writers of the successful essays. The other communications wil! 
be disposed of agreeably to the request of the writers. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSIONARY FUND. 


The Board of Managers at their 
stated meeting, August 13th, Resolv- 
ed, that the initiatory subscriptions 
of three dollars and upwards, which 
had been received from auxiliary so- 
cieties, since the 20th of May last, 
and all which may hereafter be re- 
ceived for initiatory subscriptions, 
shall be applied to the Missionary 
Fund of the Union, for the purpose 
of increasing their means of employ- 
ing more extensively the labours of 
Sunday school missionaries, or agents, 
to promote the objects of this institu- 
tion in every part of the United 
States. Therefore, every dollar which 
is now received from this source, is 
directly applicable to a most interest- 
ing branch of the Union’s operations, 
and it is earnestly hoped that this 
will be the means of increasing not 
only the number of auxiliaries, but 
the amount of their initiatory sub- 
scriptions respectively. Notwithstand- 
ing this addition to the Missionary 
Fund, it is liable for drafts for more 
than the amount of cash in hand, and 
itis greatly desired that new appoint- 
ments should be made for the south- 
ern states this winter. We have the 
strongest assurances that agents, suit- 
ably qualified, would find a door 
opened for extensive usefulness, in 
establishing Sunday schools, and or- 
ganizing county, or smaller unions, in 
the southern states, and it remains 
with theyriends of this cause, upon 
the success of which, under God, the 
salvation of many precious souls and 
the improvement of the rising genera- 
tion greatly depend, to say by their 
contributions to the Missionary Fund 
at the present time, whether the 
Board shall enter upon this field, 
already white to the harvest. 

We would press this subject upon 
the prayerful consideration of those 
who are ready to give and glad to 
distribute, assuring them that what- 
ever is contributed to this object will 
be applied in the manner, which the 
Board think best calculated to pro- 
mote the ultimate end of all Christian 
benevolence, the glory of God and the 
happiness of his creatures, 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL IN PALESTINE. 


The Rev. Mr. Goodell, in a recent 
letter dated at Beyroot, states, that 
during the last six months the mis- 
sionaries have had a school of about 
80 scholars for Arab boys, and on the 
16th of January, 1825, they opened a 
Sabbath School. 

Mr. Bird gives daily instruction in 
Italian to an interesting class of Arab 
boys, and Mr. Bird has taken into his 
family a little boy and girl who learn 
very well. The people around them, 
says Mr. B. are extremely wicked, 
ignorant, and superstitious, 





SCHOOLS IN CEYLON, 


For the last four years the Wesley- 
an Methodists have had 4000 chil- 
dren under the influence of religious 
instruction every day, and in the 
course of that time more than 10,000 
youth thus educated have been sent 
forth into society. They have about 
60 regularly organized congregations 
among these heathen, and many of 
the youth have been hopefully con- 
verted to God. 





POTTSTOWN FEMALE SABBATH SCHOOL 
SOCIETY, 


Six years have nearly elapsed, (says 
the secretary, ) since this society com- 
menced their responsible avocation, 
of imparting to the female youth of 
Pottstown and its vicinity, the import- 
ant truths contained in the sacred 
Scriptures, and although, during that 
period, they have alternately had 
cause to rejoice and to be depressed, 
by the prosperity and adversity of 
the school, they trust that the past 
efforts made to instruct the ignorant, 
may in time be blessed by the effect 
of enlightening their minds with that 
knowledge which alone ‘* maketh 
wise unto salvation.” The soci 
was organized in May, 1819. Onthe 
30th of that’ month, the teachers 
opened the school and enrolled twen- 
ty-one scholars. The number, in a 
short time, was increased to seventy. 
The school continued in a prosperous 
state until the approach of the win- 
ter season, during which, the teach- 
ers felt greatly discouraged by the 
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evident decrease of their classes; 
they, however, felt it their duty to 
continue the school even under ad- 
verse circumstances, trusting that by 
so doing they would again be ena- 
bled to rejoice in an accession to the 
number of their pupils. The coming 
spring realized these expectations, 
and during the ensuing summer they 
had the satisfaction of enrolling eigh- 
ty scholars. Thus time rolled on; 
the teachers not feeling themselves 
justifiable in discontinuing during the 
season of winter their exertions in 
the path of duty. These exertions 
were, however, suspended by the 
hand of Omnipotence, who in di- 
vine wisdom saw fit to afflict this 
place with the visitation of an epi- 
demic so distressing, as to pre- 
clude for a time, the efforts of both 
teachers and scholars; in conse- 

uence of this, the school languished 

serh e winter of 1823 and spring 
of 1824, In this interim it pleased 
their Heavenly Parent to take from 
these scenes of sublunary woe, a be- 
loved teacher, who, in the bloom of 
youth, and in the possession of every 
Christian virtue, has been taken trom 
a life of usefulness, to rest in the bo- 
som of that Saviour, on whom 
she confidently relied when passing 
“through the dark valley of the sha- 
dow ot death.” The society look 
forward to that blessed moment, 
when they shall again meet, where 
trials and afflictions shall be no more. 


power to record any thing satisfaetory 
respecting the death of scholars; they 


rest their hopes entirely upon the di- 
vine assurance, that “the word of 
Jehovah shall in no wise return unto 
Him void.” The teachers recom- 
menced their duties in June, 1824, 
and, by Divine permission, have been 
enabled to continue them to the pre- 


The teachers have it not in ory | 


sent time, when they have the satis- | 


faction of stating the school to be in 
a prosperous condition. The society 
is now composed of ten members, who 
are all teachers, and who do not at- 
tend to the duties of the school in ro- 
tation, as they feel it to be more in- 
teresting for each teacher to have a 
particular class of her own, which ar- 
rangement consequently renders it 
the duty ofall to be present at the 








school on every returning Sabbath. 
The retrospection of the past six 
— cannot fail to awaken in the 

osom of every member of the so- 
ciety, an emotion of gratitude to 
their Heavenly Parent who has thus 
sustained them, and through every 
circumstance calculated to depress 
their feelings, has gently whispered 
hope and peace. The teachers com- 
mit their labour to the entire gui- 
dance of that Omniscient Being who 
in mercy conducts the destiny of 
man ; trusting alone to Him for pro- 
tection and prosperity in a work 
which they humbly hope will eventu- 
ally tend to the glory of that Saviour, 
who has delivered to them his man- 
date, ‘* Feed my lambs.” 

The Pottstown Female Sabbath 
School is held in the school-house oc- 
cupied by Mr. Erhardt, who does not 
charge them rent. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE 8, SCHOOL UNION. 

The first anniversary of this socie- 
ty was held at Lyme, in September. 
The Rev. Hervey Wilbur, of Boston, 
and the Rev. Reuben Post, of Wash- 
ington city, were appointed to attend 
as a deputation from the Board of the 
American Sunday School Union. A 
letter from the former states, that the 
New Hampshire Union ‘had made 
an auspicious beginning in the glori- 
ous cause of religious juvenile in- 
struction.” 


’ VERMONT. 

The same deputation attended the 
convention of Congregatiorfal Minis- 
ters, held at Chelsea, Vermont, for 
the purpose of bringing before that 
body, and the people, the subject of 
Sunday schools, with the hope, that 
more efficient measures would soon 
be adopted in that state. Mr. Wil- 
bur, under date of September 14, 
writes thus to the corresponding se- 
cretary: ‘* Last evening I conducted 
the exercises at a meeting of ‘the 
children and youth of Stratford, Vt. 
and assisted in organizing a Bible 
class. In Dr. Burton’s congregation, 
they have about two hundred and 
fifty Sunday scholars, and forty teach- 
ers. One scholar, twelve years of. 
age, committed to memory half of 
the new testament in about three 
months, and another almost as much. 
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I encouraged them to adopt the plan 
of exercising the understandings of 
the pupils, as many of the schools do 
in Philadelphia.” 

Under date of September 14, Mr. 
W. adds: “‘I have the happiness to 
acquaint you, that after some hesita- 
tion whether a State Sunday School 
Union here, would do more for the 
object than any other plan, at length, 
principally through the instrumenta- 
lity of your able advocate of Sunday 
schools, my colleague, the measure 
prevailed, and the ‘Vermont Sannatu 
Scuoot Union,’ is now organised 
under promising auspices.” 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION OF THE NEW 
YORK WESTERN DISTRICT. 
There is something in the system 
of Sabbath school instruction, which 
is peculiarly adapted to the circum- 
stances of our flourishing country: 
for the prosperity of every republic 
is inseparably connected with the 
religion, the virtue, and intelligence 
of its inhabitants. Sabbath schools 
are thrice blessed—blessed in their 
influence on those who give instruc- 
tion, and those who receive it: and 
the receivers, again are instrumental 
in extending the blessing to others ; 
and thus disseminating it more or 
jess over the whole face of society. 
Every Sabbath school is, in some 
sense, a missionary establishment, 
and a religious congregation in minia- 
ture. Every person who engages in 
them as a teacher or superintendent, 
learns something of the wants, the 
propensities, and the capabilitics of 
children ; and sees, in the result of 
his own labours, indubitable proofs 
of the importance of his employment. 
To qualify himself for more extend- 
ed usefulness too, he seldom fails to 
set about improving his own stock of 
literary and Piblical knowledge ; and 
the latter is often sanctified to his 
own spiritual good, as well as to the 
lasting benefit of his pupils and as- 
sociates. Those who contribute to 
the funds of such institutions, also 
derive in some measure, the same 
advantage in visiting them. And the 
same, and even more than this, may 
be said of parents and ians. 
Many of them have been found to 
receive such lessons from the chil- 














dren who have been the little benefi- 
ciaries of this charity, as would have 
been rejected and despised if com- 
municated by a neighbouring friend 
or clergyman, 

There is no end in speaking of the 
advantages which result from Sunda 
schools; but the preceding skete 
may serve to convey some idea of the 
interest which was felt in the impor- 
tant measure which was adopted last 
Wednesday evening, at the first an- 
niversary of the Oneida Sabbath 
School Union. The meeting was 
well attended; an interesting report 
was read and ordered to be printed; 
much valuable information was com- 
municated by the several speakers 
who successively took the floor; and 
resolutions were passed, expressive 
of the sense of the meeting, in re- 
gard to the increasing interest which 
is felt in Sunday school instruction. 
All this must have had a most bapPy 
influence on the minds of those who 
were present, and have stimulated 
them to greater exertions in the 
cause; but the most important trans- 
actions that took place, were those 
which related to the extension of the 
limits of this Union, so as to embrace 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th Senatorial 
Districts of this State. We rejoice 
in this event as a special token for 
good. The concentration of effort 
which will be secured by the mea- 
sure, cannot fail to excite a deeper 
interest in the cause; to render the 
funds of the institution more pro- 
ductive ; and its friends more steady, 
uniform, active, and efficient in their 
operations. 

A new constitution, the one recom- 
mended by the American Sunday 
School Union, for auxiliaries, was 
unanimously adopted, which embra- 
ces the extent above described. 


Remanrxs.—The editor of the West- 
ern Recorder, published at Utica, N. 
Y. thus announced the formation of 
this new auxiliary, which took place 
in that village, on the 7th of Septem- 
ber. We would take the present 
occasion to make one or two remarks 
on the subject of forming large aux- 
iliary unions, It is known that a con- 
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siderable variety of opinion prevails | 


among the friends of Sabbath schools 
on this subject, and we have forborne 
to express our own, or the opinion of 
the board of managers, lest it might 
be considered an undue interference 
in the local concerns of our auxilia- 
ries, 

It is important that the manage- 
ment of every Sabbath school socie- 


ty, however small, should be com- | 


mitted to those who are qualified for 
the office, and are disposed to dis- 
charge the trust; and it is of still 
greater importance, that the concerns 
of a union, embracing several coun- 
ties, or a whole state, should be en- 
trusted to those who possess wisdom, 
and have some experience, and great 
zeal in the Sabbath school cause. 
Should the management of the for- 
mer unhappily fall into the hands of 
persons not qualified, or who are too 
much engaged in other objects, to 
be faithful in this, the consequences 
would be injurious; but should the 
same circumstances be connected 
with the management of the latter, 
the efforts of the whole district or 
state would be paralized, and the in- 
stitution rendered worse than useless. 
In determining, therefore, what 
should be the extent of an auxiliary 
union, it is necessary to inquire, how 
much acquaintance there is with the 
subject, among those who will be 
most willing to engage as office bea- 
rers, and if the district, to be embra- 
ced in the contemplated union, be 
large, and but little information on 
the subject has been diffused, it were 
certainly better that the few who are 
qualified, and ready to engage in the 
establishment and support of schools, 
should first give evidence of their 
value, by exhibiting the result of 














Sunday school labours, in a few strik- 
ing instances, in their own town or 
county; for besides the favourable 
impression such an experiment would 
make upon the public mind, there 
would be the hope of raising up 
some to be co-workers with them, in 
a more extended system of means. 
Although in some cases it may be ad- 


visable to form a union, embracing 


the entire limits of a small state, 
where the population is dense, and 
the people, by the nature of their 
local institutions, are frequently 
brought into contact, by which con- 
sultation may be held, and informa- 
tion communicated into ali the rami- 
fications of the union, and there is 
much of intelligence and zeal among 
the people; yet, in the case of ano- 
ther territory, of the same extent, 
with a scattered population, and no 
common object of interest to call 
them together, or a hindrance to in- 
tercourse, by natural barriers, or the 
want of artificial improvements, and 
but little information and regard for 
the cause in the aggregate, we are 
persuaded it would sooner accom- 
plish the pious objects of the few, 
to commence with one manageable 
district, and bring that under a moral 
cultivation, by instituting and vigo- 
rously supporting a Sabbath school, 
in each town or village, than to weak- 
en, by dispersion, the interest which 
would be far more vivid and effective 
when concentrated upon a smaller 
fraction of the given territory. A 
few individuals might thus, by de- 
grees, effect much, when they could 
not carry forward, at the outset, the 
cumbrous machinery of a general 
committeeship for the whole state, 
and every new conquest they made 
over sin, in their own more domestic 
efforts, would, under God’s blessing, 
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recruit their forces for a more extend- 
ed campaign, which would ultimately 
achieve a general victory over igno- 
rance and vice, and leave the whole 
territory in the peaceful enjoyment 
of the rich fruits of a well instructed 
and pious population. 

On the whole, it is greatly to be 
desired, that those who project the 
formation of new auxiliaries, will well 
examine all the circumstances of the 
portion of country they design to 
benefit, and choose their plans and 
adopt their measures with a wise re- 
ference to the capabilities at their 
command. 

We are the more free to make 
these remarks on the present occa- 
sion, because we have full confidence 
in the zeal and ability of those to 
whom the management of the West- 
ern Union has been committed. 

In general, however, we think a 
union should not extend beyond those 
limits within which a common sym- 
pathy exists, and an easy personal 
intercourse can be maintained. One 
active county union may excite four 
or five adjoining counties to vigorous 
action, while a general union, over 
the whole, would spread but a life- 
less tone; and, in opposition to the 
maxim, that union is power, the union 
itself become the cause of ambitious 
rivalry rather than the means of 
emulative exertion. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE WEST. 


The cause of Sunday schools is evi- 
dently rising in the west. We learn 
from a friend, who recently visited 
the county of Monroe, on a Sunday 
school mission, that the number of 
schools in that county is nearly forty. 
The recent efforts of the Monroe 
Bible Society, in supplying every fa- 
mily in the county with the scrip- 
tures, had had a happy effect, in pre- 
paring the public mind for the recep- 
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tion of a Sunday school visiter. He 
was in every society cordially receiv- 
ed: he found an interest already ex- 


and they were adopted. 

We would hope that our brethren 
of Monroe might be able to give the 
state as noble an example of the 
beneficial influence of the Sunday 
school as they have already given of 
the ability of a County Bible Society. 
Let them be encouraged to press on- 
ward, with hope to the end, remem- 
bering that the greater the obstacles 
they have to encounter, the more 
confidently may they expect the 
blessing of heaven to prosper their 
efforts. 

At Rochester, Canandaigua, Gene- 
va, Auburn, and Manlius, our friend 
states, that the schools are improving 
their systems, and increasing in in- 
terest. Libraries are generally intro- 
duced ; and the sentiment seems um- 
versally admitted, in regard to les- 
sons, that short ones well understood, 
are more useful than long ones only 
well committed.—S. S. Visitant. 





CONCERT COLLECTION, 

At the concert for April, in Utica, 
a collection was taken up for the 
purpose of employing Sunday school 
missicnaries, under the directionwf 
the American Sunday School Union. 
This measure, it will be recollected, 
was some time since, recommended 
by the American Union, to its auxilia- 
vies, The subject, we think, needs 
only to be mentioned, that its impor- 
tance may be felt. The effect of 
faithful missionaries, devoting them- 
selves to a single object, has ever 
been, to magnify that object in the 
eye of the world, and give it a more 
commanding character. The Sunday 
school is, in many places, even at the 
present day, looked upon as a de- 
graded institution. People are. in- 
different to its merits: they need en- 
lightening upon the subject, before 
they will be awakened to an interest 
in it. Hence, the need of missionaries. 

We would recommend, further, 
that at these meetings, (S. S. Con- 
certs,) the children of the schools, 
be specially invited to attend, toge- 
ther with all the friends of the insti- 
tution. Jbid. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE AMERICAN SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL UNION, 


During the frst quarter of the 
Union’s second year, ninety-six edi- 
tions have been printed, either of 
new works, not before on their cata- 
logue, or of new editions of those 
before published. 

Of these editions, ten are of the 
octavo size, sixteen of duodecimo, 
thirty-four of the 18mo. and twenty- 
nine of the 32 do. and seven of other 
sizes, including tickets. As these 
works embrace a great variety, with 
respect to the number of pages in 
each, we have ascertained that the 
whole 
Number of octavo pages is 463,600 

12mo. pages, 1,256,000 





18mo. pages, 3,634,000 
32do. pages, 2,804,000 
tickets, &c. 123,000 
Total number of pages, 8,280,600 


Cost 5,240 dollars. 

During the same period there have 
been issued from the Depository, 
books, &c. to the amount of about 
two thousand dollars. 

Copies of the Society’s catalogue 
can be had (gratis) on application 
at the Depository. 





TRACHERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 


The association of Sunday School 
‘Teachers, of the New York S. S. 
Union Society, held their monthly 
meeting on Monday evening the 19th 
inst. But few of its members were 
present, and it is deeply to be regret- 
ted that this association, so long es- 
tablished and so useful while well 
conducted, is declining in interest, 
and consequently much affecting the 
cause of Sabbath schools in this city. 
At the meeting in July a committee 
was appointed to report measures for 
reviving the interest of the associa- 
tion of teachers—which report was 
read at the late meeting, and the fol- 
lowing measures adopted as suggest- 
ed in the report. The regulations 
were so amended as to fix the regu- 
lar meeting on the 3d Monday of eve- 
ry other month. The meeting to 
open precisely at the hour notified, 
provided five members be present, 
and to close two hours from the time 








of opening—two members to be ap- 
inted at each meeting to open the 
debate on the proposed question to 
be discussed at the subsequent mect- 
ing. The order of business to be, Ist, 
reports of committees; 2d, reports of 
schools; 3d, discussion. Provision 
was made for a yearly sermon to 
teachers, and the time appointed the 
Ist January. A standing committee 
was appointed to collect information 
and facts connected with S. schools, 
and to report occasionally to the as- 
sociation—a committee of arrange- 
ment was appointed to get up a meet- 
ing of S. school teachers, managers 
and visiters, to be addressed by suita- 
ble persons on the subject generally 
connected with the interest of the 
institution. ‘The several measures, it 
is fervently hoped, will result in ex- 
citing a more general zeal and inte- 
rest among all engaged in Sunday 
Schools, and attract the attention of 
many not yet interested in an institu- 
tion that has proved so useful, and 
promises such beneficial results, che- 
rishing youthful piety and promoting 
a knowledge of the Scriptures, that 
shall invite the divine blessings, prov- 
ing the truth and excellence of the 
declaration, “righteousness exalteth 
a nation”—while it takes away the 
rebuke, “sin is a shame to any peo- 
le.” A communication was made 
rom the N. Y. S. S. Union recom- 
mending a quarterly meeting of su- 
perintendents., a measure that will 
no doubt prove beneficial. The next 


“meeting of the association of teach- 


ers will take place the third Monday 
in November ; the question proposed 
for discussion is, ‘Is corporal pun- 
ishment useful in S. schools. 

M. Y. Religious Chronicle. 





ONEIDA SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 

We have just received the first re- 
port of this society, read on the 
7th September, and present the 
following extracts : 

The managers of the Oncida Sab- 
bath School Union, rejoice in the op- 
portunity of presenting their Firs¢ 
Annual Report. 


They would acknowledge, with 
gratitude, the smiles of a kind Provi- 
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dence, which have rested upon their 
exertions during the past year; and 
humbly hope their united efforts in 
behalf of the rising generation, have 


not been utterly in vain. Under a | 


careful review of what has transpired 
within the province of their opera- 
tions, they are inclined to believe 
that much good has been done ; the 
fruit of which, will remain “the joy 
of many generations,” and constitute 
a theme of lasting gratitude and 
praise, among redeemed spirits in 
heaven. 

In short, they would call upon the 
friends and patrons of this institution, 
to unite with them in expressing a 
devout sense of their obligations to 
Almighty God, for the unexpected 
prosperity which has thus far crown- 
ed their efforts in this cause of Chris- 
tian benevolence. So far from che- 
rishing the least feeling of regret, 
that they have bestowed upon this 
cause a portion of their time and 
property, they now have reason to 
lament that their hearts have not 
been more enlarged, and their hands 
more engaged, to promote an object 
which has received signal manifesta- 
tions of the divine favour. 


In the autumn of 1824, when the 
Oneida Sabbath School Union was 


first established, there were certain | 


indications among the enlightened 
part of our community, which seem- 
ed to be favourable to the adoption 
of such a measure. The signs of the 
times were sufficiently peculiar to 
induce many of the friends of Sab- 
bath schools to inquire what they 
should do to spread more widely the 
benefits of religious instruction, and 
thus secure more permanently, the 
best interests of the young. 


( To be continued. ) 





AUXILIARY UNIONS. 


Charlotte, (Vt.) Sun. S. S. Rev. 
Calvin Yale, Pres. John Strong, Jona. 
Brackinridge, Jos. D. Farnsworth, 
Aaron L, Beach, Amos Clark, and 
Charles Grant, Committee. Noble 
Lovely, Charlotte, Chittenden Co. 
Vt. Secretary. 

Weybridge, (Vt.) Sab. S. Union. 
Rev. Henry Smith, Pree. Mr. Wil- 
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ham Samson, Weybridge, Middlebu- 
ry P. O, Vt. Secretary, andtwo Man- 
agers. 

Massachusetts Sab. S. Union. Hon. 
William Reed, Pres. Rev. Thomas 
Baldwin, D. D.* Rey. Elijah Head- 
ing, Rev. Warren Fay, V. Pres. 
Stephen Thayer, T'reas. N. R. Cobb, 
Asa Wilbun, John Gulliver, David 
Patten, J. W. Ingraham, Dr. Caleb 
H. Snow, of Boston, and Wm. B. 
Bannister, Esq. Rev. Jona. Going, 
David S. Whitney, Michael Shepherd, 
Abel Bliss, and Josiah Newell, re- 
siding in other parts of the state, 
Managers. Charles Stoddart, 74 
State St. Boston, Secretary. 

Lewistown, (Pa.) Sund. Sch. of St. 
Marks Church. Rev. Robert Piggott, 
President. James Kellogg, jr. Treas. 
David Huling, esq. Lewistown, Pa. 
Secretary. 

Germantown, (Philada. Co. Pa.) 
Reformed Sund. S$. Rev. J. H Smajtz, 
Pres. 

Ebensburgh, (Pa.) S. S. S. Rev. 
George Roberts, Pres. 

Athens, ( Bradford Co. Pa.) 8.8.58. 
George A. Perkins, Treasurer, Brad- 
ford Co. Pa. 

Luzerne Co. (Pa.) Sun. 8. Union 
of. Hon. David Scott, Pres. Gar- 
rick Mallery, esq. V. Pres. Henry C. 
Auhaeuser, Treas. W. C, Gilder- 
sleeve, Corresg. Sec. Robert Miner, 
Recording Secretary, and 26 Mana- 


gers. 


Philadelphia, Ninth Presbyterian 
Ch. Sum. Sch. Thomas O. Duncan, 
Pres. S.R. Franklin, Secretary. 

Uniontown, (Pa.) Sun. S. Joshua 
Hart, esq. Uniontown, Pa. Secy. 
Danville, (Columbia Co, Pa.) Sab. 
S. S. Hon. William Montgomery, 
Pres. Alexander Best, Danville, Co- 
lumbia Co. Pa. Secretary. 

Wyalusing, (fa.) Sun. 8. Justus 
Gaylord, Pres. Charles F. Wills, 
Treasurer. Elizur Price, Corresg. 
Secy. Joseph Ingham, Jr. R. Secreta- 
ry, and 11 Directors, 

Leesburgh, (Louden Co. Va.) Epis. 
Sun. S. of St. James’ Church. R. H. 
Lee, esq. Pres. 

Wheeling, (Va.) Epis. Sun. 8. Z, 
B. Curtis, Secretary. 

Marlborough, (Va.) Sun. S. Branch 


* Since dead. 
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Union. Horatio S. Jorden, Treas. DONATIONS, 

John L. Smith, Marlborough, Fred- || William H. Hart - $5. 


erick Co. Va. Secretary. 

Romney, (Va.) Sun. 8. Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Foote, res. William Nay- 
lor, Romney, Hampshire, Co. Va. 
Sec. and three Directors. 

Raleigh, (N. C.) Female 8. 8. U- 
nion. Mrs. Lydia Badger, Pres. Mrs. 
Margaret Mc. Pheeters, V. ?. Mrs. 
Ann Cannon, Treas. Miss Ann Bene- 
dict, Raleigh, N. C. Secretary and 12 
Managers. 

Fayetteville, (N. C.) Episcopal 
Sun. S.S. Thomas B. Lippett, esq. 
Pres. Fayetteville, N.C, 

Nazareth, N. C. Sun. 8S, Union. 
Anthony Bitting, /’res. Joseph Shera- 
beck, Treas. Samuel Stults, Salem, 
Stokes Co. Secretary, and 12 Mana- 
gers and Teachers. 

Tuscumbia Sun, S. S. of. James 
F.lliot, Tuscumbia, Alabama, Secre- 
tary. 

Doe Run, (Ky.) Union Sab. S. 8. 
Henry R. Tunstall, ?res. Erastus 





Stone, Treas. John D. Carlile, Doe 
Run, Mead Co. Ky. Secretary, and 10 
Managers. 

Huntington, (Huntington, Ky.) Sab. 
S. 8. Rev. John Peebles, Pres. 

Loraine Co, (Ohio) 8.8. of. Hon. 
Henry Brown, Pres. Herman Ely, 
Ist. Hon. Frederick Hamlin, 2d. Le- 
muel Hoadley, 3d. Sylvanus Parmer- 
lv, 4th. Josias Harris, 5th. Vice Presi- 
dents. ‘Thompson Miles, Treas. Rev. 
Daniel W. Lathorp, Secretary and 10 
Managers. 

Indianapolis, (Ind.) Sun. 8. S. Ca- 
leb Scudder, Pres. 





Mowers received by the Treasurer of 
the American Sunday School U- 
nion from the 20th of June to the 
20th of September. 


MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 
By the contribution of thirty dollars and 


and upwards. 
L. Lamb - = = 30. 
John 8. Henry - a 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 
By the contribution of three dollars 
and upwards. 
William Wilmer erst 
Truman Parmelee, Utica, V. ¥. 


Silas E. Weir - . : 


Sunday School of the Reformed 
Dutch church, Wew Bruns- 
wick, NM. J. - - S. 

FOR THE MISSIONARY FUND. 

Collections at Sunday School 
Concert, Philad. (Cdugust Bt. 

Ditto (September) - 

Ditto at Utica, N. Y. - 4 

Ditto by the Rev. J. B. Morrow, 

S. 8. aman viz. Union- 
town, Pa. - 2.78 

Washington, Pa. : 8.65 

Brickland’s Cross Roads, Pa. 7. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. in the Kev. Dr. 
Herron’s church” - - 10, 

INITIATORY SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

From the following auxiliaries, applica- 
ble to the Missionary Fund, by a 
late resolution of the Board. 

Romney, Va. - - - 

Uniontown, Pa. - 


ws 


Nazareth, Pa. - - - 3. 
Leesburgh, Va. - - - 3. 
Danville, Pa. - : - 3. 
Fayetteville, N.C. - - 3. 
Essex Co. N. J. - - 5. 
Wyalusing, Pa. ° oon DB 
Mercer Co. Pa. - - 3. 
Mobile, Alabama, - - 3. 
Luzerne Co. Pa. - - 3. 
Philadelphia, (9th Presbn. Ch.) 3. 
Wheeling, Va. - 
Raleigh, N.C. (Female) - 3.44 





For the American S. S. Magazine. 
A MORNING HYMN, 


Awake my soul, awake and join 
In praises to the power divine, 
That from the silence of the night, 
Has brought thee to a joyful light. 


Awake my soul and touch the lyre, 
Let nature’s voice thy muse inspire, 
Attend the music of the woods, 
The gentle murmurs of the floods. 


Mark how the sun’s enlivening ie 

Makes every field look green and 

The meadows all with ve oe 
crown’d, 


In flowery beauties smile around. 


Creation owns the hand that guides, 

And o’er her wond’rous works pre- 
sides, 

Then wake my soul, awake and join 

In praises to the power divine. R. 








3 
sx 
Samuel Eckstein : . 3. 
20 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1825. 
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